
The energy transition is understood as the major transformation of current 
energy sources and infrastructures into stable energy sources and network 
that contribute to decarbonization. It is based on renewable energies and 
efficient energy storage and is a major global challenge. At the EU level, it 
means not only decarbonization, but also energy independence, and will 
bring about a major rebalancing of the current EU architecture, transform-
ing the countries of the South, specifically the Iberian Peninsula, into a 
major energy center on the continent. This transition must be fair, leaving 
no one behind and promoting solidarity between EU regions and member 
states, neutralizing the deep regional status and cost differences of the 
process at different stages of its development.

In the current edition of SPERTUS, the seminar will be updated to form the 
Iberian Platform on Energy Transition and Industrial Competitiveness. Spe-
cifically, the role of Spain and Portugal as major potential producers and 
exporters of green energy will be addressed, analyzing the most import-
ant current and future projects to be developed together. Energy security, 
mobility and social impact, as well as scientific and technological issues 
associated with the transition will be addressed in dedicated round tables. 
Special attention will be given to common lithium and raw materials ini-
tiatives, and to joint green hydrogen projects, and how they should serve 
as levers for their industrialization in technologically advanced sectors, 
promoting greater European cohesion.
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SPERTUS is a Permanent Seminar on Energy and Industrial Transition whose 
first meeting was held on November 30 and December 1, 2021 at the University 
of Santiago de Compostela (USC) organized by the Xunta de Galicia and the 
University itself. The initial objective was to create a “think tank” for strategic 
reflection on the world energy scenario and its implications for the industrial and 
economic structure of Spain, Portugal and Europe, promoting a culture of econ-
omy and energy efficiency, as well as the training of professionals in the sector, 
both at the university level and in the productive and administrative sector. The 
second SPERTUS meeting was held in Bilbao, at Bizkaia Aretoa, on 9 May 2022, 
organized by the University of the Basque Country (UPV/EHU) and the Basque 
Energy Agency (EVE). This edition was attended by some of the most renowned 
specialists, large companies and institutions in the Energy and energy transition 
sector. The third SPERTUS meeting will be organized by the University of Porto 
(U.Porto), in partnership with the University of Santiago de Compostela (USC) and 
will take place in Porto, Rectory of the University of Porto, Praça dos Leões, on 
October 28, 2022. 

SPERTUS will be open to the participation of entities, companies, scientists and 
technologists from the Portuguese and Spanish energy sector in order to promote 
the creation of an Iberian platform for contacts and strategic reflection on the 
theme of Energy and Industrial Transition. In the current context of transition to 
a new decarbonized economy, the rate of technological renewal will require an 
enormous effort in all areas of knowledge, which will be leveraged by advances 
in science and technological development. The path towards this new economic 
context brings a high risk of de-industrialization and economic obsolescence in 
regions that do not renew their industry and society. In line with the requirements 
of the energy transition.

SPERTUS is a platform for debate and reflection, formed by scientists and tech-
nologists in the energy sector, intended to be a strategic hub of knowledge in the 
face of one of the greatest challenges of today's world: energy transition. It will 
act as a meeting point for the identification of the knowledge and technological 
potential existing in the research centers and the alignment with the real needs of 
the business and industrial world. Thus, it seeks to discuss and encourage the cre-
ation of relevant knowledge in the field of technologies and energy production, 
transport and storage infrastructure, satisfying the needs of the business fabric, in 
particular, renewable energies, green hydrogen and electric mobility. All of them 
are essential technologies in the new green economy, facilitating the survival and 
upgrade of sectors that will be affected by the energy transition process. Other 
transversal aspects related to the transition process will take place in this debate, 
such as: economy; safety; defense; legal-administrative; impact on society.

 



PROGRAM

9h00 INAUGURAL SESSION
 António de Sousa Pereira (Rector U.Porto, PT) 
 Antonio López Díaz (Rector USC, ES)
 Luís Belchior (U.Porto, PT) & Luís Varela (USC, ES)

9h30 KEYNOTE – IBERIAN ENERGY TRANSITION PLATFORM
 Emiliano López Atxurra (Presidente PETRONOR, ES) 

9h50 S1 - TRANSVERSAL IMPACTS 
 ON THE ECONOMY AND SOCIETY
 Moderador: Luís Moreno (CTAG | Centro Tecnológico Automoción de Galicia, ES)
 Manuel Castro (ACLUNAGA | Asociación Clúster Del Naval Gallego, ES)
 Pedro Rio (Departamento de Mobilidade Elétrica, CaetanoBus, PT)
 Luís Maia (ANI | Agência Nacional de Inovação, PT)
 Nuno Afonso Moreira (Dourogás SGPS, PT)

10h40 – 11h00 Coffee Break

11h00 S2 - RESOURCES AND ENERGY SECURITY
 Moderador: Coronel Caetano de Sousa (Eurodefence, PT)
 Major-General Agostinho Costa (Eurodefence, PT)
 General Dacoba Cerviño (IEEE | Instituto Español de Estudios Estratégicos, ES)
 Coronel Pardo de Santayana (IEEE | Instituto Español de Estudios Estratégicos, ES)
 Coronel Coutinho Rodrigues (IDN | Instituto da Defesa Nacional, PT)

12h00  S3 - ENERGY TRANSITION, CHALLENGES 
 IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
 Moderador: Teófilo Rojo (UPV/EHU, ES)
 Nuno Gama Pinto (EuroDefense; IPRI-NOVA, PT)
 Flaviano Garcia Alvarado (Universidad CEU San Pablo, ES)
 Helena Braga (U.Porto, FEUP, PT)
 Alexandre Lima (U.Porto, FCUP, PT)
 Alberto Garcia Luís (Tecnalia, ES)

13h00 – 14h00 Lunch break



15h00 KEYNOTE – ENERGY TRANSITION, COMPETITIVENESS 
 AND TERRITORIAL COHESION
 Elisa Ferreira (European Commissioner - Cohesion and Reforms)

 Moderador: Carlos Magno (Journalist)
 João Neves (Secretário de Estado da Economia, Ministério da Economia e Mar, PT)
 Francisco Conde (Vice-Presidente Xunta de Galicia, ES)
 Iñigo Ansola Kareaga (Director General Ente Vasco Energia, ES)

16h15 S4 - VISION, CHALLENGES AND IMPACTS 
 OF THE ENERGY TRANSITION
 Moderador: Pablo Fernández Vila (Director Xeral de Planificación Enerxética 
 e Recursos, Xunta de Galicia, ES) 
 Emiliano López Atxurra (Presidente PETRONOR, ES)
 Francisco Silva (IBERDROLA, ES)
 José Manuel Perez (EDP Renováveis, PT)
 Bruno Henrique Santos (REN | Redes Energéticas Nacionais, PT)
 Luís Miguel Ribeiro (AEP | Presidente Associação Empresarial de Portugal, PT)

17h15 KEYNOTE – ENERGY TRANSITION IN TIMES OF CRISIS
 Andy Brown (CEO Galp, PT) 

17h40   S5 - ENERGY RESOURCES AND IBERIAN NOVEL PROJECTS
 Moderador: Luís Varela (AGH2 | USC, Universidade Santiago de Compostela, ES)
 Emilio Nieto (CNH2 | Director Centro Nacional del Hidrogeno, ES)
 Santiago Cuesta (ICAM | Centro Internacional de Materiales Avanzados y Materias   
 Primas, ES)
 Luís Martins (Presidente Cluster Portugal Mineral Resources, PT)
 Tatiana Vilarinho (Fortescue, FFI - Hydrogen Technology Lead Europe, PT)
 Juan Ignacio Rodríguez (INEGA | Diretor Instituto Enerxético de Galicia, ES)

19h00 Musical Moment Cientuna

19h10  CLOSING SESSION

Credits:
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